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as in primitive stages of culture where morals and law are
as yet insufficiently distinguished, it involves the most serious
disadvantages to individual freedom and hence to moral
development

Despite this difference in form, the distinction between
illegality and immorality may be almost wholly disregarded
in the study of immoral motives. Considered from the point
of view of motive, the chief difference between the criminal
and the immoral person lies in the outward opportunities
which have influenced them as causes. There are positions
in life where it would be hard to become a criminal; and
there are, unfortunately, others where it would be almost
impossible to avoid becoming one. The immorality that is
clever enough to keep itself carefully within the limits of what
is legally allowable is especially at home in what is called
'good society,' which might sometimes be more appropriately
termed bad society: crime dwells oftenest with need and
misery. Hence the most important condition that affects the
origin of moral evil is social position. This is the chief factor
in producing, or at least in facilitating the production of the
two classes of motives that, independently or in conjunction,
are the main sources of moral evil. One of these two classes
is pleasure-seeking, the other is envy. They are degenerate
forms of self-feeling and sympathetic feeling. In the search
for pleasure we have self-feeling transformed into self-seeking,
which makes its sole and ultimate end its own enjoyment
So long as it can keep within certain limits, it may surround
itself with the appearance of morality; but the moment it
becomes a ruling passion it loses this capacity. The spirit
of prudence and calculation, hitherto a modifying influence
on the turbulence of desires, is now itself taken into the
service of passion. The reckless use of others for one's own
ends is the sole motive of action.

While pleasure-seeking generally results from situations